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come off. There was a hitch somewhere. Hitler has not the
training for a Channel swimmer yet. And so another plan
matured in his brain. Believing that he had secured himself a
de facto truce in the West, he decided to have a "blitzkrieg,"
lightning war, in the East in order immediately afterwards
to fall with added strength upon Great Britain and finish
her off.
He hoped at the same time to prevent simultaneous action
against himself in the West and East by driving between them
an "ideological" wedge. But it is already clear that this time
Hitler was out in his reckonings both as to the lightning quality
of his blow in the East and as to the miraculous power of his
"ideological" propaganda.
Mr. Churchill, Prime Minister of Great Britain, with that
statesmanlike acumen which is characteristic of him, immediately
informed the world that he was not taken in by Hitler's wiles,
declaring that victory over the Soviet Union by Hitler would be
fraught with innumerable disasters and catastrophes for the
British Empire. We no less recognise the menace which Hitler's
victory in the West would constitute for us.
M. LITVINOV, July 1941.
My people are building no half-way house. We fight to the end
until Hitlerite Germany is utterly and completely crushed. The
best token of our determination is the destruction of the great
Dnieper Dam.
The hearts of millions must have contracted at the news of the
blowing up of the dam, but no one flinched. The sacrifice was
made without any hesitation. My people knew the struggle
would be hard, difficult, and long, but they had not the slightest
doubt of the final issue.
But what of the price ? The Soviet people have already sus-
tained many losses and sacrifices in men, material, and territory,
with the possibility of future losses and sacrifices, but every one
of them knows, and every one here knows, that the closest possible
military, economic, and political co-operation between the peoples
of Great Britain and the Soviet Union is the way to reduce those
sacrifices to as low a level as possible. The closer it is, the sooner
will victory come with a just and stable peace.
M. MAISKY, August 1941,